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PRESS RELEASE 
 

 
CONTACTS: 

• Awards and CDRPC - Mark Castiglione, mark@cdrpc.org, 518-
461-3597 

• Albany County, City of Albany, and Alliance for Better Health –Albany County Executive Dan 
McCoy c/o Patrick Alderson, County_Executive@albanycounty.com, (518) 447-7040, Mayor 
Kathy Sheehan, c/o Dennis Gaffney, dgaffney@albanyny.gov, 518-434-5164 / Jacob Reider, MD, 
(518) 701-2200, jr@abhealth.us   

• City of Troy and City of Watervliet – Steve Strichman, City of Troy Planning and Economic 
Development, (518) 279-7169, steve.strichman@troy.ny.gov / Joe LaCivita, City of Watervliet, 
jlacivita@watervliet.com, (518) 270-3800 EXT. 122 

• The City of Albany Department of Water and Water Supply and The of Town of Colonie 
Latham Water District- Jack Cunningham, Town of Colonie Commissioner of Public Works, (518) 
783-2766, cunninghamj@colonie.org / Joseph E. Coffey, Jr., P.E., Commissioner of the 
Department of Water & Water Supply, (518) 434-5300, jcoffey@albanyny.gov 

 

Regional Planning Commission Announces Intermunicipal 
Achievement Awards  

 

Awards recognize intermunicipal cooperation among municipalities and organizations in the 
Capital Region 

 
The Capital District Regional Planning Commission’s (CDRPC) is pleased to announce the 
winners of the 2021 Erastus Corning, 2nd Achievement Awards for Intermunicipal Cooperation. 
The awards were made possible in part by program sponsor Hodgson Russ, LLP. Our three 
awards will be presented for this year: 
 

• Adaptation and Response to the Impacts of COVID-19: Pre-Registration System for 
Covid-19 Vaccination and Community Vaccination Clinics, Albany County, the City of 
Albany, Alliance for Better Health and many more community partners (see below) 

• Community and Regional Sustainability: Town of Colonie and City of Albany Emergency 
Interconnection, Town of Colonie Pure Waters and to the City of Albany Department of 
Water Supply. 

• Planning and Economic Development: Congress Street Bridge Study, The City of Troy 
and the City of Watervliet. 

 
An awards ceremony press event was held at Hudson Shores Park at the foot of the Congress 
Street Bridge in Watervliet on Tuesday, November 23rd. 
 
The Erastus Corning, 2nd Achievement Awards for Intermunicipal Cooperation recognize 
municipalities and organizations whose efforts have significantly contributed to the 
advancement of intermunicipal and interagency cooperation and regional planning.  
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“These award-winning initiatives demonstrate the value and benefits of working together and 
resonate with CDRPC’s long-standing commitment to promoting regional cooperation,” said 
Michael Stammel, Chair of CDRPC’s Board of Commissioners. “We are pleased to recognize 
these projects and organizations through this awards program and will continue to support 
similar collaborations that provide services more efficiently, enhance community and economic 
development, help protect public health, and enhance our quality of life in the Capital District.” 
 
An overview of each project is provided by the award winners below.  
 
Adaptation and Response to the Impacts of Covid-19: Preregistration System for Covid-19 
Vaccinations 

 
“From the beginning, Albany County made vaccine equity a top priority, because we knew 
COVID-19 was having a disproportionate impact on communities of color and older residents. 
Our vaccination pre-registration system was indispensable in streamlining the vaccination 
process and it helped more than 45,000 people from Albany County alone receive regular 
information about vaccines near them. We did it through targeted pop up clinics in 
underserved neighborhoods, including the South End and Arbor Hill, and administered nearly 
9,500 doses. It was so effective that neighboring counties joined us by inviting their residents to 
pre-register through this system as well,” said Albany County Executive Daniel P. McCoy. 
“There are too many people to thank for making this system a success and deserving of the 
Corning Award, but I do want to commend my staff, and thank our partners, Albany Mayor 
Kathy Sheehan, Alliance for Better Health and Juliette Price of Helgerson Solutions Group for 
leading these efforts.” 
 
Albany Mayor Kathy Sheehan said, “When COVID first struck our community, we came 
together to help our protect most vulnerable residents with PPE, food, and other health care 
resources. And when the vaccine became available, we knew we needed to focus our efforts on 
connecting our most vulnerable residents to it. That is why the Pre-Registration portal we 
created in partnership with Albany County Executive Daniel McCoy and the Alliance for Better 
Health was vital to helping connect more than 40,000 people, especially those in our historically 
underserved communities who were being disproportionately impacted by the pandemic and 
needed the vaccine most. I am so appreciative of County Executive McCoy, Alliance for Better 
Health, and all of our partners for coming together in an effort to ensure the equitable 
distribution of the COVID vaccine.” 
 
“Health equity is the core mission of Alliance for Better Health – and we saw from the beginning 
of the pandemic that we would need to step up, develop creative regional solutions, and 
ensure that the path to a fully vaccinated community be as rapid and as equitable as possible,” 
said Alliance for Better Health’s former CEO, Dr. Jacob Reider. “I’m proud of the Alliance team 
for they work they did to collaborate and innovate with cities and counties region-wide. We all 
worked together incredibly well and maintained a focus on making it easier for all members of 
the community to get vaccinated.” 
 
As the vaccine registration system was an “all hands on deck” effort, other parties critical to its 
success include  Helgerson Health Solutions, Capital Region Vaccine Network, City of Cohoes, 
City of Watervliet, Mohawk Ambulance, Guilderland EMS, Colonie EMS, Marra's Pharmacy, 
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Albany Housing Authority, Watervliet Housing Authority, Cohoes Housing Authority, Metro 
Baptist Church, Town of Knox, Damien Center, Care Design New York, Albany Public Library, 
Watervliet Senior Center, Capital District Latinos, United Way of the Greater Capital Region, 
Guilderland School District and the North and South Colonie School Districts. 
 
Community and Regional Sustainability:  City of Albany Town of Colonie Emergency Water 
Interconnection 

 
“In 2020, the Town of Colonie and City of Albany and Albany Water Board completed its 
Emergency Interconnect Project. The Town of Colonie and the City of Albany Water Board 
completed work on a $3.2 million project to install two emergency interconnections to our 
water distribution systems, “said Department of Water and Water Supply Commissioner Joe 
Coffey. This project is a significant improvement to both systems that provides independent 
redundancy without having to construct new treatment facilities in either community.  Instead, 
by working together, Colonie and Albany are able to enhance their water systems and service 
to customers by tapping into the resources of the other on a temporary basis.  The connections 
to the water distribution systems are at two points: the Loudonville Reservoir site and along 
New Karner Road (NYS Route 155).”  
  
“The interconnections provide more than 10 million gallons per day (MGD) in total emergency 
capacity. The connection near the Loudonville Reservoir has a capacity of 7.4 million gallons per 
day. The connection on New Karner Road has a capacity of 3.5 million gallons per day. These 
connections not only allow for each community to supply the other with finished water in the 
event of an emergency, but in the case of major maintenance and repairs at certain key 
facilities,” said John Cunningham, Commissioner of Public Works for the Latham Water 
District.” 
 
Planning and Economic Development: Congress St. Bridge Study 
 
“We are pleased to be recognized by CDRPC through this year’s Erastus Corning Award for 
Intermunicipal Cooperation,” said Steve Strichman, Troy’s Commissioner of Planning and 
Economic Development. “Taking a holistic approach to improving the bridge corridor, in 
collaboration with Watervliet, allowed us to deliver a superior project that connects our cities 
and will help us both attract new businesses, residents and visitors. We thank Watervliet for 
their participation, Alta Planning + Design and their team, and NYSDOT for their cooperation.” 
 
“We are very excited to be recipients of this year’s Erastus Corning 2nd Achievement Award for 
Intermunicipal Cooperation,” said Watervliet City Manager Joe LaCivita. “The city immediately 
new the benefit's to partnering with our neighbor across the River, the City of Troy, to advance 
design concepts for bicycle and pedestrian connections into Watervliet via the Congress Street 
Bridge.  The municipalities will benefit from many new designed items that came from Alta 
Planning as they assisted in blending the needs of both communities. The redevelopment of 
this bridge as an opportunity to expand on the bicycle and transit network in which the city has 
significantly invested.  This new connection to the City of Troy will also connect a neighboring 
River Community to the wonderful Hudson Mohawk Bike trail.  Additionally, the new plan 
included many design elements to enhance safety measures as well.   When complete, the 
bridge redevelopment will increase mobility for residents but also create a sense of place within 
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both Troy and Watervliet. We are pleased to be recognized for the vision and creativity that city 
staff put into the project, and we look forward to additional opportunities to promote tourism 
and bring people to our great city to enjoy the river.” 
 
The awards are named in honor of CDRPC’s first Chairman, Erastus Corning, 2nd, Mayor of the 
City of Albany from 1942-1983, and recognize initiatives that involved at least two local 
jurisdictions or entities within the four-county region. Nominations were reviewed by a 
committee and evaluated using the following criteria: 1) The project has achieved significant 
benefits, efficiency or cost-savings; 2) Involves 2 or more local entities, municipalities non-
profits etc.; 3) Community involvement and support; 4) Degree of innovative solutions to 
overcome challenges. For individual awards, the nomination must demonstrate the individual’s 
significant contribution to advancing intermunicipal partnerships. The committee included 
representatives from the Capital District Planners Association, Capital District Transportation 
Committee, University at Albany Department of Geography and Planning, the New York 
Planning Federation, New York State Department of State. Special thanks to our program 
sponsor Hodgson Russ, LLP (https://www.hodgsonruss.com/) for helping make this program 
possible! 
 
The Capital District Regional Planning Commission (CDRPC) provides objective analysis of data, 
trends, helping to identify opportunities and challenges. Established and funded, in part, by 
Albany, Rensselaer, and Saratoga and Schenectady Counties, CDRPC provides technical 
assistance and facilitates partnerships to address regional challenges. For further information 
about CDRPC please visit www.cdrpc.org or https://www.facebook.com/cdrpc.  
 
Photo Captions 
 
Adaptation (From Left to Right: Keshana Owens-Cody, Senior Director of Community 
Empowerment, Alliance for Better Health; Kathy Sheehan, Mayor of City of Albany; and Dan 
McCoy, Albany County Executive) 

Sustainability (From Left to Right: Joe Coffey P.E., Commissioner of the Albany Department of 
Water and Water Supply; Kathy Sheehan, Mayor of the City of Albany; John Cunningham, 
Commissioner of Public Works for the Latham Water District, John Frazer P.E., Superintendent of 
Public Works for the Latham Water District; Daniel Seaver, P.E., Latham Water District; and Bill 
Simcoe, P.E., Deputy Commissioner of the Albany Department of Water and Water Supply 

Planning (From Left to Right: Charles Patricelli, Mayor of the City of Watervliet, Steve Strichman, 
Director of Planning and Development, City of Troy; Patrick Madden, Mayor of the City of Troy; 
and Joe LaCivita, General Manager, City of Watervliet 
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