
Is the vaccine safe?

The COVID-19 vaccine 
has been authorized and 

approved for use by the FDA 
and medical professionals. The 

available vaccines are 95% effective. 

Can I get COVID-19 from the vaccine?

No. This is not possible. The COVID-19 vaccines 
do not contain live virus that causes COVID-19. 
According to the CDC, the vaccines are 
designed to teach our immune systems how 
to recognize and fight the virus that causes 
COVID-19.

How does the vaccine work?

The approved vaccines use a small part of the 
virus’s genetic material called ‘mRNA’. This is 
not the virus. mRNA vaccines teach your body 
to create virus proteins. Your immune system 
develops antibodies against these proteins 
that will help you fight the virus that causes 
COVID-19 if you are exposed to it. That is called 
an immune response. mRNA will not alter your 
DNA. It is harmless.

Will the vaccine make me sick?

There may be some minor side effects, such 
as soreness in the arm where you got the shot, 
headache, body aches, tiredness and fever. They 
are signs that the body’s immune response and 
the vaccine are both working.

The vaccine 
protects you 
and others 

from COVID-19.

The COVID-19 vaccine is safe and effective.
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DON’T HESITATE. 
VACCINATE.

The more people who  
receive the vaccine, the  
more protected we all are.



•  The vaccines are 
95% effective.

•  Wear a mask until 
enough people 
are vaccinated.

•  Protect yourself 
and others.

•  Tell your friends 
to get vaccinated.

What if I have an underlying 
medical condition?

COVID-19 vaccination is especially important 
for people with underlying health problems 
like heart disease, lung disease, diabetes, and 
obesity. People with these conditions are 
more likely to get very sick from COVID-19. 

How was the vaccine developed 
so quickly?

There are several factors which allowed the 
vaccine to develop quickly and safely:

•  Researchers around the world began 
studying the COVID-19 virus immediately.

•  Some researchers ran phase one and phase 
two trials at the same time.

•  Studies included a larger number of people 
than other vaccine trials.

•  The federal government allowed 
manufacturing of the most promising 
vaccines while studies were ongoing. That 
means when the vaccines are approved, 
they can be offered immediately.

I had COVID-19 already.  
Do I need a vaccine?

Yes. There is not enough information 
available to say if or for how long natural 
immunity lasts. There are no risks to 
receiving the vaccine based on whether you 
have already had the disease.

Does it make a difference which vaccine 
I receive?

Not at this time. The brand of your first dose 
will be the brand of your second.

Do I still have to wear a mask after 
receiving the vaccine?

For now, yes. Until we reach a point where 
enough people are vaccinated, it will be 
important for everyone to continue using 
the tools available to us to help stop the 
pandemic, like covering your mouth and 
nose with a mask, washing your hands 
often, and staying at least six feet away from 
other people.
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