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$5.6 Million Promotes Innovation to Improve Health 

Alliance for Better Health Funds Over 55 Innovation Projects Across Region 

 

Alliance for Better Health has awarded more than $5.6 million to 59 local organizations: 28 

Community Based Organizations, 29 mainstream healthcare organizations, and two Pharmacies. 

Of the total, 19 have a focus on behavioral health. The money is from Alliance’s Innovation Fund, 

designed to encourage community based organizations and providers to think differently about 

how to address their patients’ and clients’ needs and model new ways of doing business in a 

changing healthcare environment.  

 

Awards range in size from $2,000 to $460,000. Organizations submitted applications that stated 

how the requested funds would enable them to address specific health needs for the Medicaid 

population. Alliance worked with over 60 applicants to optimize their innovation ideas to ensure 

they were (1) measurable, (2) integrated with other organizations across the health care 

continuum, and (3) sustainable beyond the initial award. The 59 recipients are among the medical 

and social service organizations serving the Medicaid population across six counties in the capital 

region who have partnered with Alliance for Better Health to develop a united and collaborative 

care system.   

 

$466,348 to Trinity Alliance of the Capital Region  

Alliance awarded $466,348 to Trinity Alliance of the Capital Region to increase access to 

preventive care services to traditionally underserved neighborhoods. The human services 

organization will integrate health services into neighborhood gathering spaces, called “hubs,” that 

focus on helping residents better understand their health, improving access to medical, social and 

pharmacy services, and training community members to serve in health navigator roles. Harris 

Oberlander, Chief Executive Officer of Trinity Alliance says, "This innovation award from Alliance 

for Better Health will enable Trinity Alliance of the Capital Region the ability to catapult our 

http://www.trinityalliancealbany.org/
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mission of supporting and promoting healthy families, adults and children by addressing the 

health needs of those we serve. Trinity Alliance is a trusted neighborhood human services agency 

who cares deeply for our consumers and is grateful for the support of Alliance for Better Health to 

together improve the health of our community.”  

 

$293,000 to Second Chance Opportunities, Inc. 

Second Chance Opportunities will establish a Community Center where community members can 

safely go to seek recovery resources and options for themselves or for family and friends that 

have been impacted by substance use disorders. Second Chance will provide recovery focused 

programs and services including peer supports, family supports and programs, to promote a life 

centered on healing and recovery. 

 

“A recovery community center located in the heart of Albany will mean the recovering community 

has a home where they belong. It is our experience and strong belief that providing ongoing 

supports to people and families recovering from substance use disorder improves success rates 

and minimizes relapse,” explains Kellie Roe, Executive Director of Second Chance Opportunities. 

“To partner with health care organizations that are in the Alliance only gives us the ability to offer 

true wrap-around services. Connecting people to health care, healthy activities and lifestyle 

changes will only solidify their success in creating a life centered on recovery from substance use 

disorder.” 

 

$52,335 to START Children’s Center 

START will create a meaningful and effective partnership between the Child Advocacy Center, 
START Team members including Developmental Pediatrics and the SAFE Nurse program. This 
partnership will enable START to identify children who experience a traumatic event or are 
diagnosed with a life altering medical condition and provide notification to local schools regarding 
this concern (with parental permission). The school will be notified that the child’s experience 
may impact their school functioning and that school personnel should take this into consideration 
when dealing with the child. The school will be notified before the start of the school day that the 
child experienced a trauma. The Liaison will then be available to work with the school to put a 
plan in place to notify essential school personnel and provide a plan to manage the child's 
reaction, with the goal to provide support instead of consequences. This program would also 
work for children who receive a diagnosis or have family members who receive a life altering 
medical diagnosis such as cancer etc. A plan would be provided to connect the child to resources 
and provide support and education to school personnel regarding the diagnosis. 
 

Partners receiving innovation funds from Alliance are also eligible to participate in Alliance’s 

Performance program that assigns partners to workgroups tasked with accomplishing year-long 

initiatives targeted at the root causes of our areas most challenging healthcare obstacles. For 

example, Alliance’s Social Determinants of Health Workgroup will be implementing transportation 

improvements for the Medicaid and uninsured population in our six-county region this year. 

https://www.happyjoyusandfree.com/
http://www.startchildrenscenter.org/
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Success for these workgroups is measured by the New York State Department of Health as part of 

its Medicaid reform effort, Delivery System Reform Incentive Payment (DSRIP) program.  

 

A full list of initial Innovation Fund awards can be found at 

http://allianceforbetterhealthcare.com/innovation-funds-awarded-date/ 

 

### 

About Alliance for Better Health: 

Alliance for Better Health engages medical and social service providers in developing innovative 

solutions to promote the health of people and communities, with a goal of transforming the care 

delivery system into one that incentivizes health and prevention. Established in 2015 as a 

Performing Provider System in the New York State Delivery System Reform Incentive Payment 

program (DSRIP), Alliance partners with more than 2,000 providers and organizations across a six-

county area in New York’s Tech Valley and Capital Region. 
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